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The article is devoted to the analysis and description of the practice of raising
university students ‘gender awareness at the lesson of Foreign Language for
Specific Purposes. The study was in the frame of the formation of a new type of
specialist who could respond to the existing gender stereotypes and prejudice
regarding the role of men and women in society.

The proposed problem for discussion was defined as well by the challenges
that Ukrainian society, and system of higher education in particular, face today.
It is the necessity of searching new forms, methods that can provide future
professionals not only with knowledge and skills essential for their productive
future work, but skills and ability that will allow them to be effective in their
interpersonal relations at workplace and personal lives.

It was stated that subject “Foreign Language for Specific Purposes™ gave the
opportunity for students not only to master it but used its content to implement
an idea of gender equality. Due to the presenting certain information about
gender aspects of different spheres of society, as gender as a social construct
penetrates every sphere of people’s lives and is crucial in people’s interrelations
and self-realization, students had possibility to analyze their own experience
of gender socialization and identify gender problems in their lives.

The present finding describes the experience of the gender component
implementation in the content of the discipline “Foreign Language for Specific
Purposes” in order to inform students about the idea of gender equality and
its benefits for their self-fulfillment not only in their future professional
activity but in their public and private domains. Successful forms and methods
were identified and verified at the practical lessons at university due to the
observation and interviews with students.

The main issues of gender component implementation that promotes students’
gender knowledge accumulation were determined. Students’ interpersonal
communication was defined as the main factor of raising gender awareness as
it is one of the psychophysiological needs of students’ age. Through teaching/
learning material students had possibility to recognize the forming and functioning
gender prejudices and stereotypes that they could face in their everyday lives.
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CrarTss TmpHCBSYEHA aHANi3y Ta ONHCY IMPAKTUKU CHPUSHHA TIeHJCpHi
00I3HAHOCTI CTYAEHTIB YHIBEPCUTETY IiJi Yac BUKIAJaHHSA TUCLUILIIHU
«IHO3eMHa MOBa mpodeciitHO-KOMYHIKaTUBHOI CHPSIMOBAHOCTD» B KOHTEKCTI
(opMmyBaHHS (haxiBIsl HOBOTO THIY, SIKUI CIPOMOXKHHMH y MaiOyTHii
npodeciifHiif  AiAABHOCTI MPOTHCTOSTH TEHJICPHUM CTEPEOTHUIAM  Ta
YHEepEeIKEHHSAM 1010 POJII YOJIOBIKa 1 JKIHKH.

3anponoHoOBaHa IMpoOieMa BU3HAUEHA TAKOXK 3aBSKU 3alUTYy YKPAiHCHKOTO
CYCIILIBCTBA Ta CUCTEMH BUIIOT OCBITH 30KpeMa Ha HEOOX1HICTb MOIIyKy HOBHX
(hopM Ta MeTOxIB, sAKi 3a0e3MeuaTh CTYACHTIB HE TUTbKU NPO(eCiiiHIMH 3HAHHAMU
Ta HABUYKAMH, sIKi HEOOX1HI A1 IPOTYKTUBHOI MPOQeCciiHOl AIsUIBHOCTI, aje i
3HAHHSMH Ta HABUUKAMH, SIKi JO3BOJIATH MAaOy THIM (haxiBIsIM Oy TH €(DeKTHBHUMHU
y MIXXOCOOUCTICHIH B3aeMozil y pi3HUX cepax CyCHUIbCTBRA.

VY crati mponoHy€EThCS 3aITy4eHHST MOKIIMBOCTEH TUCIUIUTIHU «[HO3eMHa MOBa
npoheciiiHO-KOMYHIKaTUBHOTO CIPSIMYBAaHHSD) HE TINBKH SIK 3aci0 OMaHyBaHHS
IHO3EMHOIO0 MOBOIO, ajie i SIK IHCTPyMEHT peaji3alii el reHAepHol PiBHOCTI.
3aBISKH O3HAHOMIICHHIO CTYAEHTIB i3 T'€HAEPHMMH acleKTaMH Pi3HUX cdep
JUSITTBHOCTI 0COOMCTOCTI, aKe TeHAEP SIK COLiaTbHUI KOHCTPYKT, IPOHUKAIOUH
y Bci chepu JTOACHKOTO KUTTS, € BAXKJIMBUM YHHHHKOM ITiJ] YaC OCOOMCTICHOT
B3a€MOIii Ta BIUTUBAE HA CaMOiAEHTU(IKAIIIO Ta cCaMOpeaizallito 0COOUCTOCT,
CTY/ICHTH MaJIi MOJKJIMBICTh IIPOaHANi3yBaTH CBilf JOCBIJ TeHIEPHOI coltiaizartii,
MOPIBHATH WOTO 3 JIOCBIJIOM 1HINMX CTYJCHTIB Ta BU3HAYUTH MOMJIMBI IUIAXH
BUPIIICHHS TeHICPHUX IPOOIEM y CBOEMY BIACHOMY KHTTI.

3ampornoHOBaHA CTAarTs ONUCYe IPAKTUKy BIPOBAPKEHHS TEHJIEPHOTO
KOMIIOHEHTY Y 3MiCT TUCIUILTIHY «[HO3eMHa MOBa podeciiHO-KOMYHIKaTHBHOTO
CTIPSMYBaHHSD, IKUH CIIPSIMOBAHMIA Ha IMTiJBUILCHHS PiBHS 00i3HAHOCTI CTY/ACHTIB
MO0 71T TeHAePHOT PIBHOCTI, SIKa IOTIOMAarae 3po3yMiTH ii mepeBart B KOHTEKCTI
camoineHTH(iKamii Ta camopeanisaimii 0COOMCTOCTI HE TUIBKM B MaiOyTHii
npodeciiHiil TisTTBHOCTI, ajle 1 B 0COOMCTOMY KHUTTI. 3aB/ISIKU CIIOCTEPEKCHHIO
Ta criBOeciiaM 31 CTyJIEHTaMH T1iJ] Yac HaBYaIbHO-IIEIAroTi4HOrO Mpoliecy Oymu
BHU3HA4YEHI OCHOBHi (pOPMH Ta METOIH, SKi CTAIM €PEKTUBHUMU IS TOCSTHCHHS
MOCTaBJICHO MeTH. MIDKOCOOMCTICHE CIHUIKYBaHHS CTYACHTIB BH3HAYCHO
OCHOBHHMM YMHHUKOM TTiJIBUIIICHHS T'€HIEPHOT 0013HAHOCTI, aJPKE BOHO Bi/IMOBIIa€
nicuxodizionoriyHii moTpedi, MpUTaMaHHIH CTyACHTCHKOMY BIKY.

BusnaueHo mpiopuTeTHI HAmpSIMH Yy 3MICTI TEHAEPHOTO KOMIIOHEHTY, SKi
BIUIMBAIOTh HA TT1IBUIIICHHS PiBHS T'€HACPHOI 0013HAHOCTI CTY/ICHTIB. 3aBIsSKH
3a[IPOTIOHOBAHOMY HABYAJIBHOMY MaTepially CTYACHTH MaJld MOXKIHBICTB
3po3yMiTH (opMyBaHHS Ta (DYHKIIOHYBAaHHS TEHACPHUX YIEpEKEHb Ta
CTEPCOTHUIIB, 3 IKUMH BOHU CTUKAIOTHCS] Y CBOEMY TOBCSIKACHHOMY JKHUTTI.
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Technology is undeniably transforming our soci-
ety. Smartphones, virtual reality, machine learning,
online gaming, artificial intelligence are words that
characterize our digital age. Online services have a
broad range of different offers that allow to communi-
cate but be hidden, stay anonymous participant of the
interpersonal communication.

In this context it is necessary to stress also that
chatting; discussions, that take place via online, pre-
sented mostly in writing forms, short video and often
these messages shorten to words only, not sentence.
Thus, the fact that young people’s life partly has
moved to cyberspace and Internet has become one of
the agents of gender socialization cannot be ignored.
Impact of different gadgets on interpersonal commu-
nication among students is analyzed in the work by
Emily Drago [3].

At the same time the trends in the modern edu-
cation system inspire teachers to apply information
technologies in the process of students’ training
pointing out that it gives objectivity during students’
academic performance evaluation. This proses has
been accelerated also by COVID-19 pandemic and
necessity to keep social distance. But we must stress
that it leads to less amount of in-person, face-to-face
interrelation not only between a teacher and students,
but students as well.

The importance of interaction between a teacher
and students and its influence on students’ academic
performance is studied in the research by Palos &
Petrovici [7].Thus, the problem of developing skills
of effective interpersonal communication of a future
specialist has gained special attention. We don’t try to
deny the role of information technology during com-
munication nowadays, but we would like to stress
the necessity to actualize the demand of society, and
Ukrainian higher education system for a new type
of specialist who can solve problems in the situation
where people can execute and transfer gender stereo-
types, gender prejudices that are barriers for person’s
self-identification and fulfillment.

At the same time distance education has made us
to rethink the role of language not just as a system of
certain signs and symbols but as a carrier of a certain
patterns of people’s behavior while socializing.

Besides, in condition of distance learning it is
especially demanding for Foreign Language teach-
ers to convey essential information to students as
sometimes educators are fully or partly deprived of
productive communication, using non-verbal means
of interaction and have difficulties with feedback
because of some technical, and even students’ psy-
chological problems, for instance, fear to speak dur-
ing videoconference.

Online communication allows future specialists
often to avoid verbal communication, create their
false names and spend a lot of time surfing the Inter-
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net. To our mind it can lead to misunderstanding and
misinterpretation between young people, or they can
even witness such problems as cyberviolence and
computer addiction among young people.

At the same time a lot of information that is spread
due to the internet and social media dictates modern
youth the rolemodels of real men and women of the
21% century. And these rolemodels are not always
correspond to such pattern of person’s behavior as
demonstrating respect, empathy to other person,
avoiding gender prejudice, stereotypes.

At the same time the study of teenagers’ chatrooms
(text messages, profile pictures) revealed the fact that
young people still generally conform gender stereo-
types. Girls present themselves in seductive manner
(posture, clothing) but boys try to look dominant, not
to care about their clothes [4].

Skills of effective social interaction and ability
to communicate in foreign language are among the
key competences of the education system declared by
the Council of Europe [5]. Besides, gender equality
is still on the agenda [2]. That is why today’s chal-
lenge for higher education, to our mind, is to promote
gender awareness among university students in order
to identify situation where there is a risk of gender
inequality that resulted due to gender stereotypes and
bias that are barriers for person’s self-realization.

Thus, there is a task to find forms and methods to
train effective professionals who will solve real-life
situations not only at their future workplace but in
different areas of his/her life avoiding prejudices and
gender stereotypes.

In order to achieve set goals, we believe that uni-
versity is one of the most powerful instruments that
can decide this problem as its students’ body includes
young people of different ages, nationalities that cre-
ates the real opportunity for students to develop their
skills of reflection, gender analyses by sharing their
experience of gender socialization in the group. So,
education can challenge existing gender norms of
behavior [6].

The issue of gender education is analyzed in the
wide spectrum of works by Ukrainian scientists. The
importance of introduction of a gender component into
the disciplines’ content of Ukrainian higher education
institutions is pointed out in the works by N/ Bay-
dyuk, O.Chuyeshkova, T .Doronina, O. Kikinedzhi,
V. Kravets, O. Lutsenko, O. Ostapchuk.

From the point of view of application trainings
techniques to develop students’ gender sensitivity the
training manual was analyzed and considered in our
research [1]. Our special attention has been paid to the
works by Jane Sunderland [9], Aneta Pavlenko and
Ingrid Piller [8] who have made their detailed anal-
ysis of gender aspects of foreign language learning.
But despite rather large number of scientific findings
on the issue of implementation of gender component
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into the content of academic subjects, gender aspects
of different spheres of society are still misunderstood
by young people.

Hence, the purpose of the article is to describe
the practice of using foreign language (English) to
raise university students’ gender awareness in order
to define the most effective methods and forms.

Analyzing the content of the university subject
“Foreign Language for Specific Purposes” we have
concluded that it can give opportunity for students
not only to master foreign language but use its con-
tent and methods to raise their gender awareness.

Gender as a social construct penetrates every
sphere of people’s lives and is crucial in interpersonal
interrelations. And in this case, language can act as a
form of intercultural learning, and means of explora-
tion of gender socialization in the frame of analysis of
different customs and traditions referring the role of a
man and woman in a certain type of society.

Language as a reflection of society’s culture
demonstrates the relationship between people and
their status. So, at the lessons of foreign language a
teacher can present academic material including those
issues that are not always suitable for discussion or
those that are not in the curricula of their specialized
disciplines, but they touch upon people’s interrela-
tion, help to recognize gender stereotypes and bias.

So, we believe that by means of gender-oriented
teaching/learning material it is possible to foster stu-
dents to assimilate gender norms, knowledge and val-
ues based on the idea of gender equality.

To identify the most effective ways, forms, and
methods in order to achieve our purpose we observed
students of different specialties. Among them there
were future specialists who studied Computer Sci-
ence, Applied Mathematics, Physical Education and
Social Pedagogy. It was managed to identify some
students’ general features corresponding to their pro-
fessional orientation and gender representation in the
group. It was necessary to understand what type of
learning material, communicative tasks to propose.

So, girls of Physical Education department showed
the most active participation in the group discussion
of some gender-based problems comparing to girls of
mentioned specialties above. Boys considered their
groupmates-girls as partners and even demonstrated
disrespectful behavior not only towards them but
other groupmates-boys. So, taking into account this
fact, we prepared assignments with emphasis on the
development of teamwork skills, roleplaying.

It should be noted that among students of Com-
puter Science and Applied Mathematics specialties
there were a smaller number of girls than boys in the
groups, and girls demonstrated restraint in their state-
ments. They did not show initiative but mostly were
waiting for being asked by the teacher. Communica-
tive tasks in this group were aimed at the develop-
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ment of girls’ skills of leaderships, teamwork, ability
to work in pairs.

In the group of social pedagogues, the predomi-
nant number was girls. Hence, the difference in gen-
der characteristics within the same sex was obvious.
In this case, boys were limited in their statements and
preferred not to be the first to answer. In this case we
preferred such methods as case-study where the future
specialists could analyze real-life situation from their
own gender experience.

So, our observation helped us define the crucial
ways of effective gender component implementation
in the content of the discipline. First, it was impor-
tant to disclosure gender characteristics of students,
involve non-active students in the solving problems
using group work or giving them individual task to
present in front of the groupmates.

Second, the main strategy in achievements of the
goal was to use gender neutral language and a wide
variety of such methods as roleplaying, business
games, case-study, and elements of social and peda-
gogical training (reflection, brainstorming).

During the lessons special attention was paid to
thorough selection of authentic texts for students.
Besides their professional orientation, the stress
was made on gender issues presented in the learning
material. Thus, it was structured into some themes:
1) family; 2) education; 3) career; 4) conflicts. For
example, while studying language students were pro-
posed such topics for discussion as “My school years.
Being Ignored”, “Women in Science”, “Career Track.
No Ticket to Top”, “Gender Violence” and so on.

Foreign-language texts and exercises were chosen
in such a way that future professionals could under-
stand forming and functioning gender bias and stere-
otypes in certain culture, education, or other domains
of society. The main criteria for selecting the content
of educational material were authenticity, appealing,
gender-oriented character. Students’ interpersonal
communication was defined as the main factor of
raising gender awareness as it was one of the psycho-
physiological needs of students’ age.

Among methods the most productive was case-
study method. It allowed students to immerse in the
gender situation and find out the possible solution
for gender-based problems. Besides, students were
encouraged to give examples from their own experi-
ence, for example, how gender prejudices interfered
their lives, their self-realization.

It should be noted that we understood that not all
students shared others’ opinions and tried to com-
prehend such types of problems due to their gender
characteristics as, for example, their national, cultural
peculiarities or religious beliefs. That is why the main
task was to give students the opportunity to compare
the issues faced by families, men and women, girls,
and boys abroad, and in their country.
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Thus, the next emphasis was made on developing
the skills of positive, dialogical communication aimed
at effective interaction in the future professional activ-
ity. It included the stress on such skills as active listen-
ing, respect of others’ opinions and empathy.

In the frame of remote education, students were
proposed to analyze different types of messages, pre-
dict who could be the authors of them, characterize
them according to the words they used in messages.

The leading role in writing exercises belonged
to essays. Thus, for example, there was the task to
write essay “I am good at...” Students presented
their works to their group, and everybody could ask
some questions and found out the strengths of their
groupmates. This kind of assignment was oriented
on personal achievements which boosted students’
self-confidence and made it easier for future special-
ists realize their gender characteristics and promote
their self-development in professional activity and be
successful in interpersonal relationships.

Work in pairs and groups was one of the effective
methods to develop skills of face-to-face communica-
tion where students were united to perform common
task. The objectives of these exercises were to stress
the fact that the most effective way to do the task was
the creative activity of the representatives of both sexes
which gave the opportunity to demonstrate unique gen-
der characteristics and engaged students with different
background into making-decision process.

In the period of distance learning the platform
Zoom was used and due to its options, there were
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opportunities for groupwork, individual work with
the following discussions of gender aspects of future
professional activities. So, for example, discussion
about possible risks at workplace (glass ceiling, psy-
chological violence, sexual harassment, ageism).

To conclude we should emphasize that students’
gender-oriented communication was a crucial fac-
tor for raising gender awareness. Foreign language
teaching/learning material has given possibility to
touch upon gender aspects of everyday life, to reveal
gender stereotypes and prejudice that students took
them for granted in the culture of society. Methods
and forms based on communication has been revealed
as the most effective ones.

Forms and methods were chosen not only accord-
ing to future professionals’ areas of activity but
strongly based on students ‘gender characteristics,
their personal manifested qualities, and immediate
surroundings within learning environment.

We have to note that some forms and methods
could work for one group of students but did not work
for another. That is why the teacher should analyze
what kind of exercises and tasks to use in a certain
group and what emphasis should be done to motivate
students to take interest in gender issues.

The perspective of our future research is in the
further investigation of foreign language’s possibil-
ities to form gender competence of the future profes-
sionals and to figure out how social media influence
on the future specialists’ ability to identify and solve
real-life gender problems.
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