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The study is aimed at analyzing the contradictory nature of the concept
“teacher autonomy”, its essence, modern approaches, types, as well as the
implementation of some digital didactic techniques in the process of teaching
English as a foreign language. From the point of view of psychology autonomy
is associated with self-determination based on intrinsic motivation. The
teacher autonomy is interpreted as a degree of individual’s independence to
make decisions on any issues of the professional activity.

This term is characterised by various manifestations in different cultures
and described in detail using synergistic and competence-based approaches.
The purpose of the article is to systematize modern studies in the area of
“teacher autonomy”, as well as to demonstrate in practice how modern
requirements for teachers can be combined with reliance on new digital
educational resources. There are three components of teacher autonomy: an
ability to realize autonomous activity, motivation for creativity and professional
independence. Information competence is an integral part of the professional
competence of a foreign language teacher. Modern multimedia as a form of
communication combines various forms of content: text, audio, animation,
video. LearningApps.org service is a Web 2.0 application. Due to this platform
we can successfully develop, store interactive tasks on a number of subject
disciplines. Students can brush up, systematize and test their knowledge in
a playful way, which contributes to the formation of their cognitive interest,
development of critical and creative thinking, as well as learning autonomy.
This internet-service is irreplaceable in teaching foreign languages, since it
helps teachers and students use or create various exercises to practice a full
range of language skills (reading, listening, speaking and writing). To illustrate
the advantages if the ICT we have made up a number of activities on the topic
“Fashion Industry” for students of specialized higher educational institutions,
and we are happy to share our teaching experience in the article.
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JlocmipkeHHS CHPSIMOBaHE HA aHali3 CyNEepewInBOi MPUPOAU TOHATTS
«aBTOHOMIsI BUMTENS, PO3MISN CydacHMX MiAXOMIB A0 iHTepmpeTauii iforo
CYTHOCTi, THIIIB, a TaKoX peaji3amii AeIkux LUPPOBUX TUIAKTUIHUX
NPUKAOMIB Yy TIpOIeci BUKJIAJaHHs aHIIIHCHKOT MOBH SK 1HO3€MHOI. 3 TOYKH
30py IICHXOJIOTii aBTOHOMisl MOB’SI3aHA 3 CAMOBM3HAUCHHSM, 3aCHOBAHUM
Ha BHYTpilIHIM MoTuBarii. I1ix aBTOHOMi€I0 BUMTEISI PO3YMIETHCS CTYMiHb
CaMOCTIMHOCTI OCOOMCTOCTI MpHIMaTH pilleHHS 3 OyJab-KUX NMUTaHb CBOE]
npodeciitHoi aisnbHOCTI. Lleit TepmiH Mae pi3HI IPOSBU B Pi3HUX KyIBTYpax i
JIETaJIbHO OMHCY€ETHCA 32 JOIOMOTOK0 CHHEPIeTUYHOTO Ta KOMIETEHTHICHOTO
miaxoaiB. MeTa cTarTi — CUCTeMaTH3yBaTH CydyacHi JTOCIHI/DKEHHS B Tamysi
aBTOHOMIi BUHMTENs, a TaKOX IPOJEMOHCTPYBaTH Ha MpAKTHUL Te, SK
MOYKHA MOEHYBAaTH Cy4acHI BUMOTH JIO0 BUMTEINS 3 OMOPOIO0 HA HOBI OCBITHI
pecypcu. Po3pi3HSIOTH TpHM CKJIaJ0BI YaCTHHU aBTOHOMIi BUHUTENS: HOTO
3[aTHICTh peali3oByBaTH ABTOHOMHY AiSJIbHICTh, MOTHBAIIO IO TBOPYOCTI
Ta npodeciiiny He3anexKHIiCcTh. [HhopMmalliiiHa KOMIIETEHTHICTh — HEBiA €MHA
yacTuHa TPOQeciiiHOT KOMIETeHTHOCTI BUMTeNs iHO3eMHOi MoBU. CydyacHi
MyneTUMenia Kk (opma komyHikamii 00’€qHYIOTH Taki (OPMH KOHTCHTY:
TEKCT, ayalio, 300pa’keHHs, aHiMalilo, BigeoMarepiand. IHTepHeT-cepBic
LearningApps.org € nogatkom Web 2.0. 3 #ioro JOITOMOTO0 MOXKHA YCTIIIHO
po3pobisiTh, 30epiraTu IHTEpaKkTHBHI 3aBJaHHSA 3 PI3HUX IPEAMETHHX
JUCLUIUTIH. Y4HI MOXYTb NEPEBIPUTH Ta 3aKPIHUTH CBOI 3HAHHA B IrpOBIiH
(opwmi, 1mo crpuse GOpMyBaHHIO IXHBOTO Mi3HABAIBLHOTO 1HTEPECY, PO3BUTKY
KPUTHYHOTO Ta TBOPYOTO MHUCIICHHS, YYHIBChKOI aBTOHOMIi. Ll mmardopma
TAaKOXK YCIIIIHO BHKOPHCTOBYETHhCSA IIiJi Yac HABYAHHS iHO3EMHHMX MOB,
OCKIJIBKM BOHA JIO3BOJISIE BUKOPUCTOBYBATH a00 CTBOPIOBATH Pi3Hi BIPABH JUIS
BIZIMPAIIOBAaHHSA BCHOTO CIIEKTPa MOBHUX HABHUYOK (UMTAHHS, ayJiIOBAHHS,
TOBOPiHHS Ta MHCHMO). JIs imocTpanii mepesar nboro iHTEpHET-CEPBICY MU
pO3po0OMIIM HU3KY PI3HOIUIAHOBUX BIPaB 3a TEMOK «IHAYyCTpis Moam» IS
CTYJICHTIB CIelliaTi30BaHUX BHIMX HABYAIBHUX 3aKJIAJIIB T4 0X0Ue AUTUMOCS
CBOIM NEAArOTiYHUM JIOCBIZIOM y CTAaTTi.

Problem statement.

Autonomy,

a person’s Recent research and publications. This

psychological ability, presupposes self-determination
that is based on intrinsic motivation. This term
has been widely studied. On the contrary, in the
pedagogical context the necessity for further research
of a multidisciplinary concept “teacher and student
autonomy” is drastically increasing. It should be
emphasized, that there is no common understanding
of this phenomenon in modern conditions. These ideas
determined the relevance of the topic of our article.
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multidisciplinary issue has been analysed in terms
of student autonomy (I. I. Malkin, N. I. Pidkasistyj).
Some authors emphasize its cognitive essence
(O. V. Babenko, V. S. Goncharov). The problem of an
optimal efficient educational model has always drawn
attention of a wide circle of researchers, in particular
a model of developing education (V. V. Davydov,
D. B. Elkonin, V. V. Rubtsov, etc.). The interconnection
of autonomy and language learning is analyzed in
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many facets in a number theoretical and experimental
works and findings (R. Cardenas, A. Cohen) [1; 2; 3].

The novelty of the study is in combining
multidisciplinary theoretical and empirical studies
to develop teacher autonomy skills based on
LearningApps.org, Web 2.0 application.

The purpose of the research is to systematize
contemporary views on the nature of a
multidisciplinary concept “teacher autonomy” and
its promoting in practice through multimedia and
information and communication technologies in
ESL classes.

General-scientific methods are used to present
this information.

Presentation of the main material. The concept of
teacher autonomy refers to the professional independence
of teachers in schools, especially the degree to which
they can make autonomous decisions about what they
teach to students and how they teach it [5].

The essence of autonomy promotion is to help
teachers and students become life-long learners,
ready to face non-stop challenges of modern society.
There are many other views of this concept, but on
the whole the main components of autonomy deal
with “responsibility for analyzing possibilities,
making choices and effecting changes in one’s
life and activities, involving both independent and
collaborative action” [3, p.183].

Several research schools in this area of studies
came to similar conclusions:

— necessary elements in autonomy are advanced
professional skills, empathy, awareness of one’s
needs, intrinsic and extrinsic motivation, critical and
creative thinking, constructive criticism and freedom;

— autonomy does not mean that teachers delegate
all their functions to learners;

— learners need to collaborate with teachers to
gain and realize some levels of autonomy;

In general, teacher autonomy can be divided into
three types:

— teacher’s ability, skills to realize autonomous
activity;

— willigness, motivation to work creatively;

— freedom and professional independence [4].

Nowadays, during the transition to the autonomy
of educational institutions, the measure of employee
autonomy is a key point. It is important to take into
considerations, thatan unfree staff can become a barrier
for the effectiveness of the institution’s autonomy in
terms of improving the quality of education for each
individual student. The teacher autonomy assumes,
that the educational process is entirely planned and
supervised by a teacher himself/herself. We see the
examples of a real pedagogical culture and high
efficiency in the students’ achievements in case of
teachers managed to defend their autonomy, or the
school administration was able to create conditions
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to support such teachers. During the long historical
experience of acting under strict regulations, the
biggest problem for a modern teacher is not some
inability to act independently, but the lack of need for
autonomy among them. An autonomously working
teacher is not only an experimenter, a participant in
all kinds of programs and projects, but a devoted
teacher who has his/her independent pedagogical
style of teaching, who is willing to act with a high
measure of professional independence. Such a teacher
offers author’s pedagogical solutions in a constantly
changing range of tasks. The depth of autonomy
can be different in relation to certain areas of any
teacher’s activity, from absolute autonomy (choice of
forms and means of teaching), notification approval
to action within the framework of clear external
procedures (final certification). First of all, teachers
need autonomy for creating their learners’ autonomy,
because learner autonomy is concomitant to teacher
autonomy

To accomplish instructional goals and promote
supportive learning environment, teachers need to
have freedom for decision-making and providing
best opportunities for students’ development. In this
regard, it is necessary to highlight the increasing role
of multimedia and information and communication
technology in the educational process. Information
competence is an integral part of a foreign language
teacher’s professional competence. It is divided
into two types according to a presentation form
and a method of obtaining information. Naturally,
knowledge, that has passed the stage of personal
appropriation (internalization), is especially important.
According to thematic glossaries multimedia as
a form of communication that combines different
content forms: text, audio, still images, animation,
video footage, interactivity, in contrast to traditional
mass media (printed material or audio recordings).

Different contemporary didactic techniques
such as mindmap, timeline, infographics, scribing,
podcasting, quizlet and many others help to realize
the stages of internalization [1, p. 7; 6]. To satisty any
kind of educational needs more and more new digital
tools appear on a regular basis. Here is a comparative
table of some of them, in particular LearningApps.
org, Snap Camera + Meeting Gestures Lens, Teacher
Tools, SignAll Learn, SpatialChat. The following
brief review to clarify the primary purpose of each
tool and is emphasized below.

SpatialChat, a platform for virtual parties, is a
tool that could simulate “mingle activities” in which
students move around the classroom and talk to each
other or practice a target structure.

Snap Camera(Use Gestures to Communicate in
Any Video Conference System) is implemented to
reduce teacher speaking time and increasing student
speaking time.
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Adding Snap Camera with Meeting Gestures
Lens makes gesture reactions completely clear to
everyone, as well as fun to watch.

Miro, RealtimeBoard, is a rebranded interactive
tool for team collaboration. The platform originally
was created for business meetings and collaboration,
but later it became an irreplaceable tool for online
language classes. As a result, students learn to work
together in different activities. They generate and
evaluate new information, clarify concepts and ideas.

Storyboard That is a web-based tool for creating
digital storyboards. It motivates students to
develop their creativity and critical thinking skills
while having fun and an optimal choice for digital
storytelling.

In this paper our concern is to highlight a new
versatile tool that can be used with all levels of
learners. The platform LearningApps.org helps
teachers involve students into a variety of online
learning activities aimed at developing of cognitive
skills through matching, fill-in-the-blanks, word
search and crosswords, maps, voting, ordering,

&I;e,a,c ningApps.org
.
Q, Searchin Apps

Fashion industry: An order of English adjectives.

| =2 Browse Apps | # Create App | K Create collection

naming. The advantage of this platform is in
templates for most standard exercises and some
creative templates with elements of gamification.
The project was also created to enable educators
to create their own various apps to share them with
other colleagues.

To illustrate the advantages of this platform we
have made up a number of activities on the topic
“Fashion industry”. In the pictures we can see the
instructive page and the final page with outcomes.
The procedures of creating activities are available
on the platform and described in details in some
educators’ blogs and papers.

There is a great number of templates for simple
language or focused activities. Students can enjoy
“games and quizzes such as matching, identifying,
categorising, gap-filling, crosswords, filling in
answers, ordering, putting things on a line and
multiple-choice tasks” [4]. This platform gives a
space for creativity through uploading self-made
or authentic texts, pictures, audio or video content
when creating or adapting activities.

Olena 2

IE My classes | % My Apps

2001-07-24 (g
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tartan green a jacket pink a blouse pale cardigan blue bright aljegked ted and sttipad emaraid
white shirt short-  knee-length skirt an
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y '
Task
Make up phrases using adjectives in the right order.
\,
Fig. 1.
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LearningApps.org
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Conclusions. The results of our research lead
us to report the following findings and conclusions.
Teacher autonomy as a personal quality can be
successfully developed in the process of EFL
teaching when there is a complex of relevant language
training conditions. The most essential factors for
teacher and learners autonomy development are

269

opportunities for creative cognitive-communicative
activities by means of the English language through
multimedia and ICT, in particular LearningApps.
org, a universal tool for synchronic and diachronic
learning and teaching, that can be adapted or made
from scratch to practise the full range of language
systems and skills at any stage of a lesson.
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