
124

Педагогічні науки: теорія та практика.  № 2 (50), 2024  ISSN 2786-5622

PERSPECTIVES OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF JOURNALISM EDUCATION: 
POSTMODERN TRENDS AND DIRECTIONS

Martsikhiv K. R.
PhD in Pedagogy, Associate Professor,

Associate Professor at the Department of Foreign Languages
Lviv Polytecnic National University

Stepan Bandera str., 12, Lviv, Ukraine
orcid.org/0000-0003-4637-6604
khrystyna.r.martsikhiv@lpnu.ua

Mukan N. V.
Doctor of Pedagogical Sciences, Professor, 

Professor at the Department of Pedagogy and Innovative Education
Lviv Polytechnic National University
Stepan Bandera str., 12, Lviv, Ukraine

orcid.org/0000-0003-4396-3408
nataliya.v.mukan@lpnu.ua

Stoliarchuk L. B.
PhD in Pedagogy, Associate Professor,

Associate Professor at the Department of Foreign Languages
Lviv Polytecnic National University

Stepan Bandera str., 12, Lviv, Ukraine
orcid.org/0000-0003-1540-8204

lesia.b.stoliarchuk@lpnu.ua

The article explores the prospects for the development of journalism education 
in the context of postmodern trends and directions. Attention is focused on 
the need to adapt educational programs to the contemporary challenges facing 
journalism in the era of digital technologies and globalization. Key postmodern 
approaches influencing the content and methods of journalism teaching are 
identified. The role of interdisciplinary and the integration of various forms 
of media into educational programs are analyzed. The importance of critical 
thinking and creative approaches in preparing future journalists is emphasized. 
Particular attention is given to the use of new technologies, such as virtual 
reality, artificial intelligence, and big data, in the educational process. Issues 
of ethical standards and journalists’ responsibility in the modern media 
landscape are highlighted. Challenges related to fake news and information 
wars, and ways to overcome them through educational initiatives, are 
discussed. Models of cooperation between educational institutions and the 
media industry to provide practical experience for students are proposed. 
The significance of international cooperation and experience exchange in 
the context of improving the quality of journalism education is considered. 
It is concluded that the development of journalism education should be based 
on innovative approaches that correspond to the dynamic changes in society 
and the technological environment. The necessity of constantly updating 
educational materials to meet the current needs of the media market is noted. 
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У статті досліджено перспективи розвитку журналістської освіти в 
контексті постмодерністських тенденцій та напрямів. Акцентовано 
увагу на необхідності адаптації освітніх програм до сучасних викликів, 
що постають перед журналістикою в епоху цифрових технологій 
та глобалізації. Визначено ключові постмодерністські підходи, які 
впливають на зміст та методи викладання журналістики. Проаналізовано 
роль міждисциплінарної інтеграції різних форм медіа у навчальні 
програми. Підкреслено значення критичного мислення та творчого 
підходу у підготовці майбутніх журналістів. Окрему увагу приділено 
використанню новітніх технологій, таких як віртуальна реальність 
та штучний інтелект у навчальному процесі. Висвітлено питання 
етичних стандартів та відповідальності журналістів у сучасному 
медіапросторі. Обговорено виклики, пов’язані з фейковими новинами 
та інформаційними війнами, та шляхи їх подолання через освітні 

The importance of fostering media literacy among students to equip them with 
the skills to critically analyze media content is highlighted.
Emphasis is placed on the development of practical skills through internships 
and real-world projects within the curriculum. The role of educators in 
inspiring and mentoring students to pursue investigative journalism and uphold 
journalistic integrity is underscored. The need for continuous professional 
development for journalism educators to stay abreast of industry trends and 
innovations is stressed.
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ініціативи. Запропоновано моделі співпраці між навчальними закладами 
та медіаіндустрією для забезпечення практичного досвіду студентів. 
Розглянуто значення міжнародного співробітництва та обміну досвідом 
у контексті підвищення якості журналістської освіти. Підсумовано, що 
розвиток журналістської освіти має базуватись на інноваційних підходах, 
що відповідають динамічним змінам у суспільстві та технологічному 
середовищі. Зазначено необхідність постійного оновлення навчальних 
матеріалів для відповідності актуальним потребам медіаринку.

Problem setting. The problem setting in journal-
ism education revolves around adapting curricula to 
keep pace with rapid technological advancements and 
the shift towards digital media. There is a critical need 
to balance traditional journalistic skills with modern 
competencies such as data analysis, multimedia sto-
rytelling, and social media literacy. Addressing the 
challenge of misinformation and fake news requires 
a stronger emphasis on teaching ethical standards 
and critical thinking. Ensuring diversity and inclu-
sion in journalism programs is essential to accurately 
represent and serve diverse communities. Addition-
ally, integrating experiential learning opportunities is 
vital for providing students with practical, real-world 
experience in a fast-evolving media landscape.

Analysis of recent research and publications. 
Several prominent researchers have significantly 
contributed to the study of perspectives, trends, and 
directions in journalism education. Dr. Jane Singer 
has extensively explored the impact of digital tech-
nology on journalism practices and education. Her 
work emphasizes the need for integrating digital lit-
eracy into journalism curricula to prepare students for 
the evolving media landscape. Dr. Barbie Zelizer has 
made substantial contributions through her research 
on journalistic authority and the role of journalism in 
society. Zelizer’s studies highlight the importance of 
ethical journalism and the challenges posed by mis-
information, advocating for robust training in media 
ethics. Professor Mark Deuze has focused on the 
intersection of journalism, technology, and culture. 
His research underscores the necessity of adapting 
journalism education to include multimedia storytell-
ing and digital content creation, reflecting industry 
trends.

Dr. Stephen Reese’s work in media sociology pro-
vides valuable insights into the organizational and 
cultural dimensions of journalism education. Reese 
emphasizes the need for journalism programs to fos-
ter critical thinking and adaptability among students. 
Dr. Nico Drok has examined journalism education 
from an international perspective, investigating how 
global trends influence local journalism training. His 
findings advocate for a more inclusive and diverse 
curriculum that addresses global media challenges. 
Dr. Howard Rheingold’s research on social media and 
participatory culture has significant implications for 

journalism education. Rheingold argues for the incor-
poration of social media literacy to equip journalists 
with skills to engage audiences effectively.

Dr. Karin Wahl-Jorgensen’s studies on emotional 
and citizen journalism stress the importance of under-
standing audience engagement and the role of emo-
tions in news consumption. Her research suggests 
incorporating these aspects into journalism education 
to enhance storytelling techniques. Professor James 
Potter’s research on media effects and literacy under-
scores the need for comprehensive media literacy 
education within journalism programs. His work sup-
ports teaching students to critically evaluate media 
content and its societal impact. Dr. Sue Robinson’s 
investigations into the dynamics of local journalism 
and community engagement reveal the importance of 
experiential learning. Robinson advocates for jour-
nalism education that includes real-world reporting 
experiences to bridge the gap between theory and 
practice. Lastly, Dr. Rodney Benson’s comparative 
research on media systems and journalism education 
highlights the diverse approaches to journalism train-
ing worldwide. Benson’s work calls for a global per-
spective in journalism curricula, preparing students to 
work in various media environments.

The purpose of the article is to analyze perspec-
tives, trends and directions of journalism education.

Main material. It is necessary to state that jour-
nalism education is at a crucial crossroads, influenced 
by rapid technological advancements and social 
needs. The traditional boundaries of journalism are 
being reshaped by digital media, requiring educators 
to integrate new skills and tools into their curricula. 
Ethical journalism and media literacy have become 
more critical than ever in combating misinformation 
and fostering trust. Diversity and inclusion are also 
gaining prominence, as journalism programs strive 
to better reflect and serve diverse communities. As 
the media landscape continues to change, journalism 
education must adapt, innovate, and prepare students 
for the dynamic challenges of the future.

L. Vakhovskyy proves in his study that modern 
education of the postmodern period anticipates the 
formation of a personality capable of being indepen-
dent to create yourself, change and improve, and also 
considers individual priorities of personal values. 
This is the defining thesis in the implementation of 



127

Pedagogical Sciences: Theory and Practice. № 2 (50), 2024  ISSN 2786-5622

the guidelines of postmodern pedagogy in journalism 
education [1].

Modern education of the postmodern period should 
be aimed at the development of the personality and its 
self-realization in the future implementation of jour-
nalism education that requires from students to com-
pare and analyze media texts of the same and differ-
ent types (reports in various newspapers on television, 
on the Internet, etc.). L. Derkach [2, p. 332] considers 
that “media education is the most important aspect of 
journalism education”. It is necessary to prepare in 
this direction journalists with mandatory formation of 
competency towards critical perception of mass media 
by studying the specifics of their origin and function-
ing. This will contribute to exchange any influence of 
“destructive information flows” on the reader.

It is necessary to note that in the context of post-
modern professional context students should be 
informed about the rights and duties of a journalist 
established by the laws of the countries. The journal-
ist also carries responsibility for exceeding his rights 
and dereliction of duty. Professional Code of journal-
ists’ ethics, Declaration of Principles of journalists’ 
behavior (International Federation journalists) and 
international standards and principles of journalis-
tic ethics are considered to be the main regulations 
where the main journalism quality standards are 
reflected [4, p. 11–13].

While researching journalism education in post-
modern period it is significant to emphasize the fact 
that during the creation of the news journalists must 
adhere to not only journalistic ethics, but also norms 
and regulations, which are established by the law. The 
main journalism quality standards are the following 
[3; 6; 5, p. 281–282] balance of opinions and points 
of view, timeliness, efficiency, reliability (links to 
sources), separating facts from comments, accuracy, 
complete presenting of facts and information on the 
problem.

The young generation today needs quality media 
education, precisely because it is necessary for the 
future professional activity. Actually, postmodern 
nature of approaches to education in the field of 
media relies on project technologies, the existence 
of democratic principles for the choice of authori-
ties’ new position, observance of human rights and 
freedoms, and the ability to reflect, determine the 
main social vectors of society’s development, etc. 
The guarantee of such an approach for the imple-
mentation of quality journalism education is an 
introduction to the curriculum disciplines related to 
media education and literacy.

Studying postmodern perspectives in journal-
ism education it is crucial to emphasize fragmented 
nature of contemporary media landscapes, challeng-
ing traditional notions of objectivity and linear story-
telling. These perspectives encourage more critical, 

reflexive approach to journalism, recognizing the 
diverse voices and complex realities that shape news 
production and consumption.

One significant trend in postmodern journalism 
education is the integration of multimedia and digi-
tal storytelling. The scientist Mark Deuze argues that 
the convergence of media platforms necessitates a 
new set of skills for journalists, who must be adept 
at creating content across various digital formats. 
This shift towards multimedia journalism is evident 
in the curricula of leading journalism schools, which 
now include courses on video production, podcast-
ing, and interactive media, programs. This compre-
hensive skill set ensures that graduates can effectively 
engage with audiences across different media chan-
nels, reflecting the multi-platform nature of modern 
journalism [7, p. 135–137].

It is also important to point out that ethical consid-
erations in journalism have also evolved within post-
modern frameworks that consist in the significance 
of context and subjectivity in journalistic practice. 
According to this trend educators should teach stu-
dents to critically engage with their own biases and 
the ethical implications of their work, moving beyond 
the simplistic binary of objective versus biased 
reporting. Journalism education, therefore, incor-
porates modules on media ethics, where students 
explore case studies of ethical dilemmas and engage 
in debates about the role of journalists in society. This 
critical engagement helps future journalists navigate 
the complexities of truth, representation, and power 
dynamics in their reporting [10, p. 20–35].

Significantly to mention the role of narrative and 
storytelling that is considered to be another key area 
influenced by postmodern thought that is connected 
with the concept of “citizen journalism” and the 
democratization of news production. This perspective 
values diverse, grassroots narratives that challenge 
mainstream media’s hegemony. Journalism educa-
tion, therefore, increasingly incorporates training in 
citizen journalism and collaborative storytelling, pre-
paring students to engage with audiences in more par-
ticipatory and inclusive ways.

The emphasis on media literacy and critical think-
ing is also central to postmodern journalism educa-
tion advocates for a curriculum empowering student 
to analyze media messages critically. This approach 
aligns with the postmodern rejection of grand nar-
ratives and encourages a more skeptical and analyt-
ical perspective on media consumption and produc-
tion. Courses on narrative journalism teach students 
to craft compelling stories that resonate with varied 
audiences, incorporating techniques that draw on per-
sonal experience, local knowledge, and community 
issues. This approach democratizes news production 
and empowers students to create content that chal-
lenges dominant media narratives [9, p. 139–148].
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It is stated that media sociology underscores the 
value of experiential learning in journalism educa-
tion. Real-world experiences, such as internships, 
student-run media outlets, and collaborative projects 
with professional news organizations, are integral 
to bridging the gap between theoretical knowledge 
and practical application. These experiences allow 
students to apply classroom learnings in real news-
room environments, gaining invaluable insights into 
the dynamics of news production, deadline pressures, 
and audience engagement.

Furthermore, global perspectives and diversity 
are integral to postmodern journalism education that 
highlights the need for curricula that reflect global 
media practices. Understanding international media 
systems, global journalism ethics, and issues of rep-
resentation is crucial in a globalized world. Programs 
increasingly include comparative journalism stud-
ies, where students examine how different countries 
approach journalism, the challenges faced by journal-
ists worldwide, and the impact of cultural differences 
on news production. This global outlook ensures that 
students are well-prepared to work in diverse media 
environments and contribute to a more inclusive 
media landscape [8, p. 58–72].

Conclusions. To sum up, postmodern directions 
and trends in journalism education represent a par-
adigm shift that addresses the complexities and 
demands of the contemporary media landscape. The 
integration of digital and multimedia storytelling 
reflects the necessity for journalists to be proficient 
across various platforms, ensuring they can effec-
tively engage diverse audiences.

Ethical reflexivity and critical engagement are 
foundational in postmodern journalism education, 

encouraging students to understand and navigate the 
ethical implications of their work. By challenging the 
traditional notion of objectivity, these programs fos-
ter a more nuanced and responsible approach to jour-
nalism, preparing students to tackle ethical dilemmas 
with informed critical thinking.

Narrative diversity, supported by the rise of citizen 
journalism, underscores the importance of commu-
nity perspectives in news production. This approach 
democratizes journalism and enriches the media land-
scape with a broader range of stories and viewpoints, 
challenging dominant media narratives.

Media literacy and analytical skills are crucial 
components, equipping students to critically evalu-
ate media content and its societal impacts. This focus 
helps future journalists become both consumers and 
ethical producers of media, fostering a more informed 
and discerning public.

Experiential learning bridges the gap between 
theoretical knowledge and practical application, pro-
viding students with real-world experiences that are 
essential for career readiness. Internships, student-run 
media outlets, and collaborations with professional 
news organizations immerse students in the dynamics 
of newsrooms and audience engagement.

Global perspectives and diversity in curricula ensure 
that journalism education is inclusive and comprehen-
sive, preparing students to work in a variety of media 
environments. By understanding international media 
systems and cultural differences, students gain a broader 
outlook that is crucial in an interconnected world.

Overall, postmodern journalism education aims 
to create journalists who are not only technically 
proficient but also ethically responsible, critically 
engaged, and culturally aware.
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