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The asymmetry of the development of the global economy, which is determined
by the change of key players in the world market and their influence on the
development of the world economy, is studied. To assess the degree of asymmetric
development, certain factors are singled out: economic structure — a larger
country or a country that enjoys a monopoly on certain resources can use them
for its market power in order to obtain better trade conditions; political system —
the global political system gives disproportionate power to several players;
global institutions — the global rules of international organizations are equal in
their desire to guarantee equality of rights among all countries; geopolitics —
geopolitical rivalries can also lead to the formation of alternative economic and
financial networks of ties that undermine multilateralism and ultimately lead to
fragmentation. To assess and compare competitiveness at the global level, a rating
system is used, which allows to distinguish advantages and disadvantages, to
identify the weaknesses and strengths of players in the world market, as well as to
determine ways to improve individual structural elements. It has been proven that
the rating of global competitiveness to a certain extent demonstrates the internal
imbalance of the country from the point of view of external evaluation compared to
other participants of the world economy. The conducted analysis made it possible
to ascertain the existence of a relationship between global competitiveness and
asymmetry of development at the world level. After all, if a country has a level of
competitiveness, it determines the features of polarization at the global level. In
connection with the above, it is quite difficult for many developing countries to
reach the level of development of leading countries, to increase their position and
influence in the international economic system. In recent decades, this has been
evidenced by signs of an increasing gap between the standard of living and the
profitability of the economic activity of the leading countries of the world from all
other economic systems.
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JocnimkeHo acHUMeTpil0 PO3BUTKY IIIOOATBHOI €KOHOMIKHM, IO BH3HAYAETHCS
3MIHOIO KJIIOYOBHX TPaBIliB Ha CBITOBOMY PHHKY Ta IX BIUIMBOM Ha PO3BUTOK
CBITOBOT e€KOHOMIKM. [lJsi OIIHKM CTYNEHs acHMETPUYHOCTI pPO3BHUTKY
BHOKPEMJIEHO TIE€BHI YNHHUKH: CTPYKTypa roCIoJapioBaHHs — OlIbIa KpaiHa abo
KpaiHa, Ika KOPHUCTYETHCSI MOHOTIONIEIO Ha TTEBHI pECYPCH, MOKE BHKOPHCTOBYBATH
iX I cBO€l pUHKOBOI BiIaH, 00 OTPUMATH Kpallli YMOBU TOPTiBIIi; MOJITHYHA
cucreMa — riro0arbHa MOJIITHYHA CHCTEMa HaJlae HEeMPOIOPIIiHY BIagy KiUTEKOM
rpaBIIM; [100aIbHI IHCTUTYIIT — 100 IbHI MpaBUIa MIXKHAPOIHUX OpraHi3arlii
€ DIBHONIPAaBHMMH IIOJO IparHeHHsS TrapaHTyBaTW PIBHICTh NpaB MK ycima
KpaiHaMH; TeoNoJliTHKAa — IeONOJITHYHE CYNEPHULTBO TAKOK MOXE IPHU3BECTH
10 QGopMyBaHHS albTEPHATHBHUX E€KOHOMIYHMX 1 (DiHAHCOBHUX MepexX 3B S3KiB,
AKi TOPYIIYIOTh 0araTOCTOPOHHICTh 1 B KIiHIIEBOMY MiJICYMKY TPH3BOAATEH [0
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po3npobnenocti. s OWmIHKKM Ta TOPIBHAHHS KOHKYpPEHTOCIHPOMOXKHOCTI Ha
mI00aTbHOMY PiBHI BHKOPHCTaHO CHCTEMY PEHTHHTIB, SKa TO3BOJISIE BUOKPEMUTH
MepeBary Ta HelOiKH, BU3HAUYUTH CJIA0Ki Ta CHJIbHI CTOPOHH TPABIIiB HA CBITOBOMY
PHHKY, a TAKOK BU3HAYUTH IIISIXU BIIOCKOHAIICHHS] OKPEMHX CTPYKTYPHHX €JIEMEHTIB.
JoBeneHo, 1m0 peHTHHr II00AIBHOI KOHKYPEHTOCIIPOMOXKHOCTI B HEBHIH Mipi
JIEMOHCTPY€ BHYTPIIIHIO p030aJIaHCOBAHICTh B KPATHH 3 TOYKH 30BHIIIHBOT OI[IHKH
TTOPIBHAHO 3 IHIIMMHU yYacHUKAMH CBITOBOI €KOHOMIKH. Ha OCHOBI mpoBemeHOro
aHaJi3y BU3HAYEHO, 0 HA CyYaCHOMY €Talli PO3BUTKY €KOHOMIKH iHTETPOBaHICTh
HaI[lOHAIBHUX EKOHOMIK y ToOanbHE CEepEeloBHUINE 3arocCTproe TpobieMu
ACHMETPHUYHOCTI B3a€EMO3B’S3KIB Ta B3a€MO3AJICKHOCTI MK €JIEMEHTaMHU CBITOBOI
exoHoMiku. [IpoBeneHnii aHaii3 103BOJIMB KOHCTAaTYBaTH ICHYBaHHS B3a€EMO3B’ 3Ky
MDK DIOOANBHOI0 KOHKYPEHTOCIIPOMOXKHICTIO Ta acCHMETpPIEI0 PO3BHTKY Ha
CBITOBOMY piBHI. ADKe, SKIIO KpaiHa Mae pIBEHb KOHKYPEHTOCIPOMOYKHOCTI
BU3HAYa€ OCOOIMBOCTI MOJSpU3aIlii Ha CBITOBOMY piBHI. Y 3B’SI3KY 3 3a3HAUCHUM
Juist 6araTthbOX KpaiH, SIKi PO3BHBAIOTHCS, MOXKJIMBICTh OCSTHYTH PIiBHS PO3BUTKY
MPOBIIHUX KpaiH, MiABUIIUTH CBOT MO3MIIIi Ta BIUIMB Y MDKHAPOIHIN €KOHOMIYHIH
CHCTEMI JJOCUTh BaXKKO. B 0CTaHHI iecsiTUpiuys 1po Lie CBi4aTh 03HAKU 30UIbILICHHS
BIZIPMBY >KUTTEBOTO PIiBHS Ta NPHOYTKOBOCTI €KOHOMIYHOI JISTIBHOCTI MPOBITHUX

KpaiH CBITY BiJl yCiX IHIMX €KOHOMIYHHX CHCTEM.

Problem statement

At the current stage of economic development, the inte-
gration of national economies into world trends of global
economic development exacerbates the problems of une-
ven development of different countries, asymmetric rela-
tionships and interdependence between elements of the
world economy. The «big seven» countries control a sig-
nificant part of the production and consumption of goods,
services, the latest technologies and innovations, and even
without the use of political and economic pressure, they
have a decisive influence on the structure and volume of
international trade in goods, services and technologies and
the movement of capital.

And in our time, when the nature and structure of the
trade balance, the country’s involvement in international
technological exchange determine its level of development
and place in the global economic space, such states have
unconditional advantages over another, more numerous,
but less developed group of countries.

In connection with the strengthening of world eco-
nomic trends, for many countries of the «second world»,
the opportunity to reach the level of development of lead-
ing countries, to qualitatively improve their place in the
international economic system, is decreasing. In recent
decades, this has been evidenced by signs of an increasing
gap between the standard of living and the profitability of
the economic activity of the leading countries of the world
from all other economic systems.

Analysis of recent studies and publications

Assignificant number of works devoted to the asymmetry
and imbalance of global development are presented in the
scientific literature. Among foreign scientists, D. Geld and
E. McGrew paid considerable attention to the issue of the
relationship between globalization and asymmetric devel-
opment of the world economy [1]. Global asymmetries
of economic development were studied by Ukrainian
scientists, including: Stolyarchuk Y.M. [2], Z. Lutsyshin,
N. Kravchuk [3-4], V. Z. Zapukhlyak, L. T. Herman [5],

A. M. Kolot [6], O. G. Belorus, Lukyanenko D. G. [7] and
others.

Highlighting previously unsolved parts
of the overall problem

Today’s realities demonstrate a significant polariza-
tion of the world economy and asymmetric development,
which is confirmed by a significant number of theoretical
and practical research by scientists. However, the men-
tioned issue requires in-depth research from the point of
view of asymmetric changes in the world economy.

Objectives of the article

The main goal of this work is to study the theoreti-
cal and practical foundations of the asymmetry of global
development and to highlight the consequences for the
development of world economies.

The main material of the research

The national economy within the framework of the
world economy and international economic relations at
the end of the 20th century. — at the beginning of the XXI
century. was characterized by the asymmetry of its condi-
tion and development. This was primarily reflected in the
increase of inequality between them. Market reforms in the
transition economies of the post-Soviet countries contrib-
uted to the strengthening of asymmetry in states and the
development of national economies around the world. The
systemic transformational crisis of the 90s of the 20th cen-
tury. both quantitatively and qualitatively changed the place
of the post-Soviet countries in the world, pushing them far
back. The successful development of the Chinese economy
against the background of the transformational crisis of the
economies of the post-Soviet countries also increases the
asymmetry of the world economy. Even within individual,
especially large multinational countries (India and others),
the homogeneity of the economy is practically absent and
there is an asymmetry in its development. This also applies
to a sustainable regional community such as the European
Union.
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In recent decades, structural changes in the world econ-
omy have significantly changed the role of innovations in
the economic development of countries. The successful
development of any company or government, as well as
their prosperity in competition, are inextricably linked to
new inventions — innovations and their constant implemen-
tation. Despite notable progress in developing countries in
recent decades, they currently lag far behind developed
countries. At the same time, developed countries are los-
ing their advantages under the influence of endogenous and
exogenous factors.

The United States maintains its pretensions to be the
world’s leading power, as first among equals. Therefore,
the dialogue on equality between the US and the EU,
which the Europeans so desire, will be based exclusively
on interdependence, that is, interdependence, and involves
an asymmetric distribution of forces. Despite a unified
internal market and an existing legal framework, mem-
ber states have problems in coordinated action and tend
to adopt protectionist measures. These remedies operate
against the interests of other countries outside the EU. In
terms of soft power and economics, Europe has a lot to
offer, but it is not enough to create a symmetrical relation-
ship or a partnership between equals. Various studies show
that the political and economic importance of Europe will
be reduced. This fact leads to demographic changes and the
shift of the economic center of gravity to Asia.

In support of the above argument, the predetermination
theorem can be cited. According to the terms of this theo-
rem, competition between two countries is considered in
two directions: economic and social efficiency. One coun-
try leads in the first direction, another in the second. This
situation determines the following mechanism of competi-
tion between two countries that follow a symmetrical strat-
egy: one of them seeks to preserve its advantages in terms
of economic efficiency, while at the same time trying to
catch up with its competitors in terms of social achieve-
ments; the other is an attempt to fix its social model of
leadership in the economic sphere. Thus, each country car-
ries out large-scale borrowing from its opponent.

The realities of economic existence testify to the deep-
ening asymmetry of the development of the global econ-
omy, which is determined by the change of key players in
the world market and their influence on the development of
the world economy.

Asymmetry includes certain factors (Fig. 1).

Note that the factors indicated in fig. 1 can be used to
identify and assess the degree of asymmetry of development
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and evaluate. Let us consider in more detail the influence
of asymmetry factors:

— economic structures. A larger country or a country
that enjoys a monopoly on certain resources can use them
for its market power to obtain better terms of trade from its
partners. This is the logic of optimal trade — a large country
can obtain benefits of trade protection that are not availa-
ble to a small country. Increasing profits and the resulting
effects of agglomeration are other motives for the emer-
gence of asymmetry;

— political system. Leadership matters because some
roles, such as the role of issuer of international currency,
cannot be distributed in proportion to the economic weight
of each country, and the global system gives disproportion-
ate power to a few players. There may be competition for
key roles — there may be, for example, more than one inter-
national currency, or there may be two or three regulators
competing to define the global standard;

— global institutions. Global rules based on agree-
ments of international organizations are egalitarian in that
they seek to guarantee equality of rights between all coun-
tries. The WTO’s global dispute settlement mechanism, for
example, helps to reduce the natural asymmetry between
Tunisia and the US, although it obviously does not elim-
inate the imbalance of market power between them. But
power can be distributed in different ways within interna-
tional organizations;

geopolitics. Leadership positions in the global system
are achieved through structures, political roles, or influ-
ence on institutions and take on a different meaning when
they are aimed at serving geopolitical goals. Instead of pri-
marily bringing economic benefits, they become tools of
the struggle for power. Geopolitical rivalries can also lead
to the formation of alternative economic and financial net-
works of connections that undermine multilateralism and
ultimately lead to a fragmented world.

Based on the identified factors, it is possible to trace the
evolution observed from the 1970s to the 2020s (Table 1).

However, the contradictions and asymmetries of
global economic development have one very important
aspect — it is a source of constant progress of the world
economic system. From this point of view, the signifi-
cant functions of the asymmetry of economic develop-
ment are:

— distributive — determining the parameters of the dis-
tribution of the social product);

— differentiating — separating producers and con-
sumers;

FACTORS OF ASYMMETRY

Political
system

Economic
structures

Global

institutions Geopolitics

Figure 1 — Factors of asymmetry

Source: built by the authors based on [8]
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Table 1 — Asymmetries and symmetries over five decades
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Indexes 1970s 2000 year 2020s
Core-periphery Globalization Polarization
Economic Asymmetric core-periphery The second disaggregation: a flat world | The return of asymmetry
structure pattern (GVC, finance, data)

Political system | Dollar-oriented fixed exchange

rate system

Greater national autonomy through
a floating (but dominant currency
paradigm)

Drift towards monetary and
financial multipolarity

Global institutions | Multilaterality the rich

More often including institutions

Further inclusivity, but
weakening multilateralism

Geopolitics Opponent, weak interconnected

economic spheres

Unipolar moment

Growing rivalry, tendency to
armament eCONOmMic power

Source: grouped by authors based on [8]

Table 2 — Ukraine's place in the world competitiveness rating

Indicator 2012 2013 2014 2015

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Place in the rating 56 54 50 59

59 60 59 54 59 54

Source: compiled by the authors based on: [9-11]
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Figure 2 — Components of the competitiveness rating for Ukraine

Source: built by the authors based on [9-11]

— integrative-disintegrative — integration of isolated
systems into a single economic system and destruction of
old ones;

— stimulating-destimulating — simultaneous stimula-
tion and limitation of economic growth) functions.

Note that the concept of «asymmetry» in the global
economy is applied to the analysis of countries that differ
in terms of territory size, level of socio-economic develop-
ment, geopolitical position, etc. Based on the analysis of
the asymmetry of global development, groups of countries
are singled out and classified as center, periphery, semi-pe-
riphery, that is, the degree of polarization is determined as
a tendency to build a multipolar system.

An important consequence of asymmetric develop-
ment is the global competitiveness index, which allows
one to assess the level of internal balance of the coun-
try and compare it with other participants in the external
environment.

To assess and compare competitiveness at the global
level, a rating system is used, which makes it possible to
single out advantages and disadvantages, identify the weak-
nesses and strengths of players on the world market, and also
determine ways to improve individual structural elements.

It should be emphasized that the rating of global compet-
itiveness to a certain extent demonstrates the internal imbal-
ance in the country from the point of view of external evalu-
ation compared to other participants of the world economy.

In order to improve the directions of state policy and
objectively assess the country’s opportunities on the world
market, it is necessary to ensure systematic monitoring of
the competitiveness of the national economy

Let us consider the changes in Ukraine’s position in
the global competitiveness rating for the period 2012-2021
(Table 2). In 2022-2023, the specified indicator was not
calculated due to military operations and the impossi-
bility of providing an objective assessment. Note that in
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2021, Ukraine took 54th position among 64 countries in
the global competitiveness rating and reached the level of
2013. In the previous year, Ukraine was 5 positions higher.

In our opinion, in order to determine the directions of
development to improve positions in the competitiveness
rating, it is advisable to consider the elemental structure of
the specified indicator (Fig. 2).

The analysis of the elements of the global competitive-
ness index of Ukraine for 2012-2021 indicates an insuf-
ficient level of development of the economic component
(54th position in the «economic indicators» component).
At the same time, «business efficiency» shows the best
result — 50th position in the rating.

Conclusions and suggestions

Based on the research, it can be concluded that at the
current stage of economic development, the integration
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of national economies into the global environment exac-
erbates the problems of asymmetric relationships and
interdependence between elements of the world econ-
omy.

The conducted analysis allows us to state the exist-
ence of a relationship between global competitiveness and
asymmetry of development at the world level. After all, if
a country has a level of competitiveness, it determines the
features of polarization at the global level. In connection
with the above, it is quite difficult for many developing
countries to reach the level of development of leading
countries, to increase their position and influence in the
international economic system. In recent decades, this has
been evidenced by signs of an increasing gap between the
standard of living and the profitability of the economic
activity of the leading countries of the world from all other
economic systems.
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