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The article is devoted to the study of the subsphere “Universum” as a conceptual
field of political metaphor on the basis of the Ukrainian and English languages.
The conceptual fields in the political metaphor on the basis of journalistic
discourse of the Ukrainian and English languages are filled with cultural and
universal specifics, where the person models a political reality.

The objective spatial reality of the subsphere “Universum” includes metaphors
for the designation of objects and characteristics of space and movement,
movement in space, perception of color, sound, and scent, is likened to objects
and subjects of political processes. The presented subsphere includes and
describes the phenomena of political life in images that cover the parameters
of the world, they are universal and can characterize both human activity.

The specific features of the subsphere “Universum” as a conceptual field of
a political metaphor are its heterogeneity, since it includes and describes the
phenomena of political life in images that encompass the parameters of the
surrounding world of the human.

The subsphere “Universum” in the Ukrainian and English languages includes
the fundamental donor conceptual sphere “Outworld”. The phenomena of the
external world are included into this sphere, they exist beyond the will of the
person, on which he can influence indirectly. Thus, the subsphere “Universum”
consists of two conceptual fields: “Space and movement” and “Perception of
surrounding reality”. The semantic filling of these conceptual fields is divided
into frames in both languages of the given research.

The investigation’s degree of study and the lingvo-cognitive features of the
subsphere “Universum” are discovered. The frequency of using the metaphors
in the political discourse of the presented subsphere and connotations’
correlation of the subsphere “Universum” is analyzed and the comparative
analysis of the obtained results on the material of both languages of the
research is given.
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CrarTio TNPHUCBAYEHO JOCHIPKEHHIO MOMITHYHOI Metadopu cybchepu
«YHiBepCyM» SIK KOHIENTYaJbHOTO MOJSI CKJIAJ0BOI YaCTUHHM JOHOPCHKOI
ctepu «HapkonumrHii cBiT» Ha 6a3i ykpaTHChKOI Ta aHIIiHcbKo1 MOB. KoHuen-
TyaJlbHi TOJIA MONITHYHIN MeTadopi Ha OCHOBI MyONIIUCTUYHOTO AUCKYPCY
YKpaiHCBhKOI Ta aHMIINCbKOI MOB HAMOBHEHI KyJIBTYPHOIO Ta 3arajJbHOJNIOJN-
ChKOIO crenudikoro. JIIonnHa MOJENIOE MOTITUYHY PEaNbHICTh, MPOBOASIUH
QHAJIOT1IO 31 CBITOM KMBO{ Ta HEXXUBOT MPUPOJIH.

O06’exTUBHA IPOCTOPOBA PEANBHICTH cyOchepu « YHIBEpCYyM» BKIIOYAE METa-
(opu 1 O3HAUCHHS 00’ €KTIB Ta XapaKTEPUCTHUK MPOCTOPY Ta PyXY, PyXy B
IPOCTOPi, CIPUNHHSTTS KONBOPY, 3BYKY Ta 3araxy, ynoJiOHI00uH 00’ €KTUBHY
MIPOCTOPOBY peajbHICTh 00 €KTaM Ta cy0’eKTaM MONiTHYHUX nporieciB. [Tpen-
craBiieHa cyOcepa BKIIIOYaE 1 OMUCY€E SBUIIA MOTITHYHOTO KHUTTS B 00pazax,
K1 € YHIBEpPCATBbHUMH 1 MOXKYTh XapaKTepPH3yBaTUCh SIK AiSIbHICTD JTIOAUHH.
o ocobnuBocteli cyocdepn «YHIBepcyM» SIK CKIQAOBOI YACTHHU MOHATIH-
HOTO TOJS TOJTUYHOI MeTadopH HAJIECKUTh {1 HEOTHOPIAHICTb, OCKIIBKH
BOHA BKJIIOYA€ Ta OMUCYE SIBUIIA MTOJITUIHOTO XUTTS Ta IiSIBHOCTI B 00pa3ax,
1110 OXOILTIOIOTH ITapaMeTPU HaBKOJIUIIIHBOTO CBITY.

CyOcdepa «YHiBepcyM» € CKIIaJIOBOI YaCTHHOI (DyHIaMEHTaJIbHOI JOHOP-
CBhKOI MOHATIIHOI chepn «HaBkomumiHii cBIT» Ha Marepiasii yKpaiHCBKOI Ta
aHmIiicekoi MOB. Y ckian 1iel cyocdepr BXOAITH SIBHIA 30BHIIIHBOTO CBITY,
BOHH ICHYIOTH 11032 BOJICIO JIIOJMHM, HA SIKi BOHA MOXKE BIUIMBATH OIIOCEPE]-
koBaHO. OTxe, cyOocdepa «YHIBEpCYM» CKIIAIA€ThCS 13 ABOX KOHIICTITYallb-
Hux nomiB: «lIpoctip Ta pyx» Ta «CrpuilMaHHS HaBKOJHUIIHBOT TIHCHOCTI».
CeMaHTHUHE HAITOBHEHHS IIUX KOHIENTYaJbHUX TOJIIB MOJICHO Ha (peiimu
B 000X MOBax JIOCIIKEHHS.

VY crari npeacTaBiIeHU JIHIBO-KOTHITUBHI OCOOIHMBOCTI MOJNITHYHOT MeTa-
(hopu cybchepu «YHiBepcym». [IpoaHanizoBaHa 4aCTOTHICTh BUKOPUCTAHHS
noniTuyHOi MeTtadopu 1iel cyOcdepu Ha Marepiani 000X MOB JTOCIiIKEHHS,
CIIBBIJTHECEHO KOHOTaTHWBHE 3abapBiieHHS cyOcdepu «YHiBEpcym» Ta Tpo-
BE/ICHO MOPIBHSIBHUI aHANI3 OTPUMAHUX CTATHCTHYHHX JAHUX Ha Marepiami
YKpaiHCBKOI Ta aHTIIIHCHKOT MOB.

Political metaphors are one of the most important
components of journalistic discourse. Conceptual
fields of political metaphors in journalistic disourse in
the Ukrainian and English are filled with the content
of national linguistic consciousness, and therefore
they are presented as semantic formations marked
by linguistic and cultural specifics. Conceptual fields
of political metaphors attract the attention of many
domestic and foreign researchers, on whose work we
rely in the given study [1; 2; 3; 4; 5; 6; 7].
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However, the conceptual fields’ comparative
study of modern political metaphor of the subsphere
“Universum” of the fundamental donor conceptual
sphere “Outworld” on the basis of the Ukrainian and
English languages is not investigated, which is the
actuality of the study.

The purpose of the work is a comparative study of
the subsphere “Universum”‘s political metaphors as a
component of the donor conceptual sphere “Outworld”

on the basis of the Ukrainian and English languages.
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The object of the research is the subsphere
“Universum” as a component of the donor conceptual
sphere “Outworld” of Ukrainian and English.

The subject of the research is the political
metaphors of the subsphere “Universum” on the basis
of the Ukrainian and English languages.

The subsphere “Universum” contains political
metaphors to denote objects and characteristics of
space and movement, movement in space, perception
of color and scent, assimilating objective spatial
reality to objects and subjects of political processes.

Thus, the subsphere “Universum” consists of
two conceptual fiends: “Space and movement” and
“Perception of suppounding reality” (see figure 1).

According to Scheme 1, the conceptual field
«Space and movement» occupies the first place
in frequency among the conceptual fields of the
subsphere “Universum” in both Ukrainian and
English (see Scheme 1). The given conceptual field is
verbalized through the semantic field, which consists
of lexical units, expresing movements in space, types
of space, universal spatial nominations, which are
inherent in different types of space, for example:

(1) Trump: We’re getting ‘closer and closer’ on
tax bill. — There is ause of the metaphor “getting ‘closer
and closer’” in sentence (1) The
metaphorical meaning is based on
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metaphors depicting the nominations of various
metaphorically reinterpreted images of celestial and
airspace, for example:

(2) Political Galaxy Makes for Easy Voting. — The
metaphor «political galaxy» is used in example (2). The
metaphorical meaning is based on the direct vocabulary
meaning of the token “galaxy — “a system of millions or
billions of stars, together with gas and dust, held together
by gravitational attraction” [9]. It’s about a special
computer program called Political Galaxy, which allows
users to enter the name of politicians, and instantly
get information about serious problems associated
with their political campaign, thus giving the voter the
opportunity to study the biography, voting, positions,
ratings, speeches and funding of each of the candidates
for each issue. The metaphor has positive connotation,
which is related to the content of the article.

The second place among the frames of the
conceptual field “Space and movement» in the
Ukrainian language belongs to the frame “Moving in
space” (15%) in contrast to English, where this frame
ranks first in frequency among the frames of the
conceptual field “Space and movement” (27%) (see
Scheme 2). This frame displays metaphors denoting
the methods and intensity of movement in space, the
direction and nature of movement, for example:

a direct dictionary interpretation The subsphere “Universum” of the fundamental donor conceptual sphere

of'the token “close” — “only a short
distance away or apart in space

“Outworld” (100%)

or time” [9]. In a metaphorical

/ N\

sense, the phrase “getting ‘closer - -

and closer’” means progress ug Conceptual field ) ~ Conceptual field i}
in the consideration of the tax pace and rr;ovement - Perception of surr(?undmg reality” —
bill, which will eventually allow 00% 40%

Congress to agree on it and vote /

N VAN

in favor. The metaphor of “getting 'y _3506 || Eng. - 25% Ukr.—17% | | Eng. —23%

closer and closer” has a positive

connotation, which is modeled

semantically and contextually. Figure 1. The use frequency of subsphere’s conceptual fields
The semantic content of the “Universum” in Ukrainian and English

conceptual field “Space and
movement» is divided it into two

frames: “Moving in space” and
“Types of space” (see figure 2).
According to the results of

Conceptual field “Space and movement” (100 %)

Scheme 2, it is established that

VAN

in the Ukrainian language the
frame “Types of space” occupies

the first place and makes 35% of Frame “Types of space” — 58% Frame “Moving in space” — 42%

the total political metaphors of

the conceptual field “Space and

;
14

movement” (see Scheme 2) unlike UKr. — 35%

in English, where the political

Eng. — 23% Ukr. — 15% Eng. — 27%

metaphors of this frame are less
frequent (23%) (see Scheme 2).
The presented frame includes

Figure 2. Frame conceptual field’s structure

“Space and movement” of subsphere “Universum”
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(3) Economy drags Putin’s ambitions down
to earth. — There is a use of the metaphor drags
ambitions down to earth in example (3). The
metaphorical meaning of the phrase is modeled by
a direct dictionary interpretation of “drag” — “pull
(someone or something) along forcefully, roughly,
or with difficulty” [9]. This metaphor indicates that
the economic situation in the country returns Russian
President Putin to a reality in which his geopolitical
ambitions collide with the realities of the economy and
globalization. Metaphor conveys a negative meaning.
Such connotations are modeled semantically.

The conceptual field of “Perception of surrounding
reality”” occupies the second place in frequency among
the conceptual fields of the subsphere “Universum”
in both languages of the research (see Scheme 1).
This conceptual field is verbalized through the
semantic field, which in general consists of lexical
units that describe political reality in terms based
on the perception of color, sound and scent. The
conceptual field “Perception of surrounding reality”
includes language tools to indicate the color, sound
characteristics of space, the scent of the characteristics
of space.

The semantic content of the conceptual field
“Perception of surrounding reality” is divided it into
three frames: “Color”, “Sound” and “Scent” (see
figure 3).

According to Scheme 3, the frame “Color” is the
most frequent in both languages of the study: 25% in
Ukrainian and 15% in English of the total number of
political metaphors of the conceptual field “Perception

of surrounding reality”. This frame reflects a person’s
perception of color, which is transferred to the sphere
of political life, for example:

(4) Donald Trump is not racist because “green”
is only color he sees, Eric Trump says as he defends
his father on Fox News. — The metaphor “green he
sees” is used in Example (4). The meaning of this
metaphor is modeled by a metaphorical dictionary
interpretation of the token “green” — “money” [9].
This token meaning is neutrally connoted. In the
context of this sentence, it is said that, according to
his son, Donald Trump is not a racist, because he sees
only the color of money. The neutral connotation is
based on the attitude of the recipient to the specified
policy, the USA in general and their national currency
in particular.

According to the results of the study, the second
most frequent frame is «Sound» in Ukrainian (20%)
and in English (13%) of the total political metaphors
of the conceptual field “Perception of surrounding
reality” (see Scheme 3). This frame reflects a
person’s perception of sounds, the image of which is
transferred to the sphere of political life, for example:

(5) Parliament ends on high note. — In example
(5) we observe the use of the metaphor “ends on
high note”, the meaning of which is based on a
metaphorical dictionary interpretation of the phrase
“high note — a successful point in an event or period
of time” [9]. In the context of the sentence, it is
said that the parliamentary session ended with the
announcement that the government will provide a
bus for schoolchildren in Mangai, which corresponds

to the festive Christmas and

Conceptual field “Perception of surrounding

New Year mood. Therefore, this
positive statement became a kind
of gift to the city community.

reality” (100%)

e |

The metaphor has a positive

Frame “Color” — 40% Frame “Sound” — 33%

Frame “Scent” — 27%

connotation, which is modeled
semantically and contextually.
The last and least frequent

\ VAN

VAN

position is occupied by the frame

Ukr. 25 % Eng. 15 % Ukr.20 Eng. 13 %

Ukr. 17%

“Scent” in both languages of the
conceptual field “Perception of
surrounding reality”, namely in

Eng. 10%

Figure 3. Frame conceptual field’s structure “Perception
of surrounding reality” of the subsphere “Universum”

Ukrainian — 17% and in English —
10% (see Scheme 3). This frame
includes metaphors that name
unpleasant and pleasant aromas
and scents, for example:

The subsphere “Universum”

(6) The stench of failure is the
one and only thing Trump cannot

— ,

.

withstand. — The metaphor “the
stench of failure” is used in the

Positive connotation Negative connotation
23.4% (Ukr.) 70% (Ukr.)
26.8% (Eng.) 68.8 % (Eng.)

Neutral connotation
7.5% (Ukr.)
4.4 % (Eng.)

example (6). The metaphorical
meaning of the metaphor is based
on the direct vocabulary meaning
of the token “stench” — “a strong

Figure 4. Percentage connotations’
correlation of the subsphere “Universum”
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and very unpleasant smell”
[9]. The metaphor “the stench
of failure” has a negative
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connotation, which carries the semantics of the token
“stench” — “stench”. In the context of this sentence,
we are talking about the feeling of imminent failure,
which Trump is so afraid of, and therefore forbids
disloyal media to truthfully cover the information.
According to the obtained study’s results,
political metaphors of the subsphere “Universum”
are widely used in describing political processes,
where the metaphors of the frame “Types of space”
occupy the first place in the Ukrainian language
(35%), while the political metaphors of this frame
are less frequent in the English language (23%).
In English, the first place is occupied by the frame
“Moving in space” — 27%, in contrast to Ukrainian,
where this frame occupies the second place in
frequency — 15%. Among the political metaphors
of the conceptual field “Perception of surrounding
reality” in both study’s languages, the first place
is occupied by the frame “Color” (25% Ukrainian
and 15% English). The second place is occupied by
the frame “Sound” (20% in Ukrainian and 13% in
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English). The last place is occupied by the frame
“Scent” (17% in Ukrainian and 10% in English) in
both study’s languages.

According to the results of the study, the prevailing
majority (70% in Ukrainian and 68.8% in English) of
political metaphors within the subsphere “Universum”
conveys a negative meaning. Positively connoted
political metaphors occupy the second place (23.4% in
Ukrainian and 26.8% in English). Neutrally connoted
political metaphors occupy the last place (7.5%
Ukrainian and 4.4% English) (see figure 4):

Thus, the political metaphors of the subsphere
“Universum” take an integral part of journalistic
discourse, characterizing political life, processes and
actions in the life of the country. In the perspective of
the study, we are going to compare lingvo-cognitive
features of the subsphere “Sacral world”s political
metaphors with other conceptual fields of the
fundamental donor conceptual sphere “Outworld”
and to consider connotative features on the basis of
the Ukrainian and English languages.
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